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CHILEAN GOVERNMENT ARRESTS PLOTTERS _— 29 -
" On 25 March more than a dozen.active and retired ml—
. itary men were arrested on charges of plotting to
. overthrow the Frei government.

TP W PURE
(V2N .
1

TOP SHCRET*

. Page iv f EXKLY REVIEW ~ 3 Apr 70
. . o~

“~ .

\,

>




On 25 March the Chilean Gov-
ernment arrested a group of re-
tired and active military men on
charges of plotting to overthrow
the ‘administration of President
Eduardo Frei. More than a dozen

officers. and noncommissioned of- .

ficers were held.. The leader of .
the plot was retired General Hora-
cia Gamboa.
who led the unsuccessful army mu-
tiny in October 1969, has denied
any -connection’ with' the plotters,
but he may have been involved in-
directly. . :

The. plotters apparently were
fairly well advanced -in ‘their -
planning. "It is unlikely, how-
ever, that they would have re-

ceived much support had they de- -

cided to move, as neither the
navy nor the air force was con-.
nected to the conspiracy.

The move by the government,

which had known about the group
since mid-February, apparently
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Was prompted by army comman i
chief Schneider, Tge intérggi o
minister had wanted to wait and
arrest more conspirators..
government may havy
in the hope of influencing the
Senate, which ig to decide soon
on impeachnment charges against
Defense Minister Osga. ‘ |
Suspended last yweek from his du-
tieg by the Chamber of -Deputies
for Paying pensions in install- -
tonts rather than in'a lump sum,
as deman@ed by .Congress. .
Minister Valdes has ‘assumed 0ssa's
portfolio pending Senate action,

There is no -evidence that -
gamboa_was invg;ved with‘a:?aga-
eigical party,’glthough.he holds .
Xt eme right-wing Political views,

eftists have accused him of hav-
ing ties with Jorge Alessandri,
the independent conservative can-

didate for the - i -
tion ii ﬁiiﬁﬁzﬁes% SL2L .eill. sc-




